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NARRATIVE OF SPOON DECORAH.

IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE EDITOR.?

I was born at my father’s village near the Caffrey school-
house at the mouth of the Baraboo River, a few years be-
fore the Tecumseh war. My father’s name, among the
French, was Zhuminaka [Fire-water], which T am told is from
a French word having something to do with wine. His
Winnebagoname was Warrahwikoogah, or Bird Spirit. The

!Spelled also: Day Korah, Dacorah, DeKaury, DeKauray, Day Kau-
ray, and De Corrah; I have retained the orthography of the neighbor-
hood.— Eb.

2 At the home of Spoon, in the town of Big Ilats, Adams county,some
ten miles north of Friendship, March 29,1887. Moses Paquette, of Black
River Falls, acted as interpreter. Spoon, who died in a cranberry marsh
northwest of Necedah, Oct. 13, 1889, was a tall, well-formed, manly-look-
ing fellow, with a well-shaped head, pleasant, open features, and digni-
fied demeanor — quite superior in appearance to the majority of Wis-
consin Winnebagoes. He was living with his aged squaw in a reasonably
neat small frame cottage, while his progeny, reaching to the fourth gen-
eration, were clustered about the patriarchal lodge in family wigwams.
The old man told his story in a straightforward, dignified manner, his
memory being occasionally jogged by Doctor Decorah, his nephew. The
Doctor is a medicine-man, held in high esteem by the Decorah, or mixed-
blood element of the Wisconsin Winnebagoes, who live chiefly upon
homesteads in Adams, Marquette, and Jackson counties. Spoon took
pride in exhibiting a well-thumbed and muech-battered copy of vol. vi.
of these Collections, presented to him by Dr. Draper in 1879. He re-
garded it as “big medicine,” and it was his constant companion upon
the hunt as well as at home.

To those familiar with the Indian character, it is not necessary to ex-
plain that much of the material in this interview, as well as that with
Walking Cloud, post, was obtained by means of elaborate cross-question-
ing. Paquette is a faithful and intelligent interpreter, and in each case



